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Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


Assessor’s Number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 


21-75 ORLEANS EAS.12 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 580 State Highway 

Historic Name: Franklin & Mary F. Ryder House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1870-80 


Source: deeds, censuses, historic maps 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 

Crosswing porch added, shed dormer added on rear, 20" c. 
Picture window added to front facade, mid-20" c. 

Front gable wing changed from clapboard to shingle, 2000s 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.459 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. It overlooks Town Cove from the east side of the 
highway. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Franklin & Mary F. Ryder House, built ca. 1875, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a crosswing plan. The 
facade of the front-gable section contains an entrance sheltered by an Italianate hood mounted on massive scrolled brackets 
offset by a tripartite picture window that evidently replaced two previous windows; two windows are located in the upper-story 
gable. Corner pilasters and pronounced friezes associate the design with the enduring Greek Revival taste in the town; the 
entrance hood is the only progressive element. The fagade of the cross-gable wing is set back from the gable front and contains 
a second entrance and windows now concealed in a deep porch renovated in recent years. The north side of the house contains 
only one awning window in a location for an earlier window; the front of the wall is blank because of an interior stair. A chimney 
is located in the dividing partition of two principal rooms on the south side of the hall. A second chimney would have been 
centered in the kitchen wing. A one-story hipped roof wing was added to the rear in the 20" century for a kitchen. A shed dormer 
was added to the rear of the cross-gable wing’s roof at this time. The 1995 B Form pictures the house with the front-gable wing 
covered with wood clapboards. The existing wood shingles were added since then. The house is situated close to the highway in 
the southwest corner of an open parcel. A driveway approaches the rear of the house from Rogers Lane. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 580 State Highway was built on land that once belonged to Eastham farmer Abijah Mayo (1813-86) and 
his wife Phebe Knowles Cobb (1814-91) and passed after her death, by Abijah Mayo’s will, to his married daughter Mary F. 
Ryder. In 1869 Mary Mayo married Franklin Ryder (1847-1920), a farmer from Cummadquid village in Barnstable who had moved 
to Eastham as a young man. The 1880 Eastham map shows F. Ryder with a house on the east side of State Highway, to the 
south of and opposite his father-in-law’s house at the corner of South Eastham Road (EAS.13). In 1870 Franklin and Mary Mayo 
Ryder lived with her parents, but by 1880 they were in their own household at 580 State Highway with their children Joseph W., 
Laura F., George W., and Luther M., born between 1869 and 1875. 


In 1887 and 1889 the widowed Phebe Cobb Mayo deeded parts of her homestead property, including the house at 580 State 
Highway, to her son-in-law Franklin Ryder, and parcels of cranberry swamp to her grandsons Joseph and George.’ In 1898 
Mary Mayo Ryder executed a similar series of deeds: she transferred three acres off the west side of State Highway to her 
married daughter Laura F. Perry and two parcels, one adjacent to the site of 580 State Highway, to son Joseph.” The 1905 
Eastham map shows Franklin Ryder in the former Abijah Mayo house and Joseph W. Ryder at 580 State Highway, which his 
mother did not transfer to him until 1922. Tax records for 1902 listed both Franklin and Mary Ryder with dwellings and 
substantial acreage, while son Joseph had a cow, 207 chickens, and 3.5 acres of land. 


Joseph William Ryder was born in 1869 and married Hattie Douglas, from Port George, Nova Scotia, in 1890. The 1900 census 
lists him in this neighborhood as a renting farmer in a household with his wife and their ten-year-old son Archie Randolph. By 
1910 Joseph Ryder was working as a fisherman, but by 1920 he had returned to farming, this time to asparagus. His father 
Franklin died in 1920, and two years later his mother sold him the 580 State Highway house and its quarter-acre lot for $1200.° 
The 1930 census credits him with $6000 in real property, and he and his wife were alone in the household; son Archie had 
married and moved to Orleans by 1920. In 1926 Eastham assessors taxed Joseph Ryder on a house and its two-acre lot valued 
at $1150, a poultry house, 69 chickens, a horse, and five other parcels. In 1931 he was taxed on an asparagus house as well. 
By 1947 the house at 580 State Highway was assessed at $2500, the homestead lot was set at 3.1 acres (the quarter-acre 
house lot and the adjacent parcel Mary Ryder deeded to him in 1898). Ryder still maintained a poultry house and an asparagus 
house, and he owned 3.4 acres in another parcel. 


1 Phebe K. Mayo to Franklin Ryder, 23 September 1887, BCD 196:441, and 7 December 1889, BCD 191:464; Phebe K. Mayo to Joseph W. 
Ryder, 7 December 1889, BCD 191:466; Phebe K. Mayo to George W. Ryder, 7 December 1889, BCD 191:465. 
2 Mary F. Ryder to Joseph W. Ryder, 23 December 1898, BCD 238:56; Mary F. Ryder to Laura F. Perry, 23 December 1898, BCD 238:55 (a 
parcel earlier deeded to Luther M. Ryder, 23 December 1890, BCD 238:57). 
3 Mary F. Ryder, administrator estate of Franklyn Ryder, to Joseph W. Ryder, 1 July 1922, BCD 389:253. 
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The 1940 census shows Joseph W. Ryder as retired in a household with his wife Hattie and their grandson, Archie’s son Allan 
Douglas Ryder, who was twenty-one years old and worked on the farm. In 1947 Hattie Douglas Ryder died, and six years later 
Joseph Ryder deeded the 580 State Highway and another parcel to his grandson Allan.* Tax records for 1954 assessed on the 
house and its 3.1-acre lot at $2700, a poultry house at $30, and an asparagus house at $250, and four undeveloped parcels. 
Allan Ryder added his wife Rita Coughlan Ryder to the title in July 1959. Allan D. Ryder died in August 1965, and his widow sold 
580 State Highway out of the Ryder family, to Bradmor Realty Trust. The property afterward changed hands often until 1988, 
when Jim and Joyce Chung of Orleans acquired it. In 1995 they placed the property in trust, and in 2019 trustee Walun Wong 
deeded the property to himself individually.° 
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4 Joseph W. Ryder to Allan D. Ryder, 23 January 1953, BCD 833:288. 
5 Allan D. Ryder to Allan D. and Rita Coughlan Ryder, 15 July 1959, BCD 1047:329; Rita Coughlan Ryder to Robert L. Monroe Jr., trustee 
Bradmor Realty Trust, 10 September 1968, BCD 1412:412; John F. Murphy, Orleans, to Jim and Joyce Chung, Orleans, 4 March 1988, BCD 
6164:2; Jim and Joyce Chung, Orleans, to Walun Wong and Joyce Theresa Chung, trustees Captains Row Realty Trust, 25 May 1995, BCD 
9842:207; Walun Wong, trustee Captains Row Realty Trust, to Walun Wong, Brewster, 23 April 2019, BCD 31971:70. The house is shown on 
Lot 1 of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham as Made for Bradmor Realty Trust,” January 1970, BCP 235:93. 
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BRADMOR REALTY TRUST 
(ROBERT L. MooreJR, TRUSTEE) 
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The 580 State Highway house is on Lot 1 of this 1970 SubdWisGnTE plan: the 
unmarked way at north is now Rogers Lane. 
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